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Minister Dinesh, US State Secretary discuss matters of
bilateral interest

Foreign Relations Minister Dinesh Gunawardena and US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo engaged
in discussions on matters of bilateral interest in a telephone conversation on June 29 evening.

US-Sri Lanka cooperation in COVID response-supply of PPEs to the US, donation of ventilators to Sri
Lanka and COVID related bilateral assistance amounting to US$ 5.8 million, economic recovery
initiatives, defence and security matters, counter terrorism and international economic cooperation
featured in the discussions.

Minister Gunawardena briefed his US counterpart on the Review Report of the MCC, the forthcoming
Parliamentary elections and thanked the US for the support extended to the reconciliation and
resettlement processes in Sri Lanka. He conveyed Sri Lanka’s felicitations for the forthcoming US
Independence Day on July 4.
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Postal voting from July 13 to 17

Camelia Nathaniel

7N Y

UPDATE: Postal voting for the General Election 2020 is scheduled to take place from July 13 to 17.
The Commission has declared July 13 as the date for all Health Ministry staff, Public Health
Inspectors and Family Health Workers to cast their postal votes for the General Election, Election
Commission Chairman Mahinda Deshapriya said.

Addressing a media briefing yesterday, Deshapriya said, “We earlier scheduled the postal voting for
general office staff, Kachcheri, Police and Security Forces on Julyl4 ,15, 16 and 17.However, we
decided to advance it by a day on July 13 for the Health Ministry staff, Public Health Inspectors and
Family Health Workers to cast their postal votes for the General Election as their services would be
required to ensure that all health guidelines are followed during the rest of the voting.

The General Election 2020 will be held on August 5 and although the dates for the postal voting has
been set for July 13 to 16, public servants who are unable to cast their votes on the assigned dates
will be able to cast their postal votes on July 20 and 21 at the respective District Secretariats.

He noted that while the health guidelines have been issued, the gazette pertaining to Covid-19-
related health guidelines, issued for the Parliamentary Election under the Quarantine Act has not
been gazetted yet. However, he said the Election Commission hopes the gazette would be issued by
next week.

Meanwhile, he noted that there could be certain mistakes in the names, ID number etc on the official
polling card, but added that this does not mean a person cannot cast his ballot. “If there is a mistake
in the name, sex or ID card number. But, there is no issue, our staff have been well educated in this
regard and these issues could be sorted out. There are several reasons where an individual could be
denied the opportunity to cast his/her vote. They are if the person’s name is not on the electoral
register, if he/she does not produce a valid ID, if they refuse to allow the finger to be marked or if it
has already been marked or if they refuse to fill out a declaration form as requested by the Chief
Officer at the Polling Centre. Your vote could be cast despite minor issues, but definitely no one will
be allowed to cheat.”

The Election Commission Chairman stressed that despite the Covid-19 pandemic being brought
under control in Sri Lanka, the threat is still very present. Hence, he urged the public not to take the
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progress we have made for granted and forget the health guidelines. Hence, he urged the public to
follow the health guidelines such as wearing face masks, constantly washing or sanitizing hands and
maintaining social distancing.

He said that according to health guidelines, only around 100 could participate in an election rally,
except in the event a party leader is participating, then up to 500 persons have been allowed to
participate.

Distribution of Postal votes begins today- Time: 10:46

Sri Lanka Election Secretariat will hand over the postal ballot papers for the Parliamentary Election to
the Postal Department for distribution today.

The postal voting for state officials, security personnel is expected to be held on July 16 and 17.
Anyone who cannot cast their vote on any of these days as postal voting can be done so on the July
20 and 21 at District polling centres.

Lenders, embassies extend full support to revive
tourism

Irangika Range

Multilateral lending organisations and foreign embassies have pledged their fullest

support to revive the country’s tourism industry battered badly by the COVID 19 pandemic.

They participated in a roundtable dialogue in Colombo yesterday Representatives from UN agencies
such as ILO, UNDP and development partners such as World Bank, ADB, EU, USAID, and MDF
Australia participated in the discussion, which was held under the theme of building a safer and
resilient tourism sector in Sri Lanka :Post-COVID 19.

Industrial Exports and Investment Promotion, Tourism and Aviation Minister Prasanna Ranathunga
sending a congratulatory message, to the dialogue has thanked all the development partners for their
sustainable and innovative intervention for long term resilience which would help boost the Sri
Lanka’s tourism sector,” he added.
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“‘My ministry stands ready to support all initiatives taken to recover tourism,” he said. “Working
together with the SLTDA and the UNDP, the development of a roadmap towards building a safer and
resilient tourism sector in Sri Lanka after the COVID 19 and performance of a status and impacts
assessment of the sector in the COVID 19 context will assist in streamlining all development efforts,”
he said.

The government of Sri Lanka through its efforts of working towards the vision of increasing tourist
arrivals to seven million people annually and adding a foreign exchange inflow of USD 10 billion to
the domestic economy from tourism, need to take immediate action to support the most impacted in
the sector,” he added.

“‘However, this global pandemic calls for us to do more to recover strongly. Therefore, the government
together with all stakeholders need to work towards positioning Sri Lanka as a high value destination,
offering extraordinary experiences that reflects country’s natural beauty and cultural heritage,” the
Minister said.

Over 100 Lankans stranded in Malaysia return

Menaka Indrakumar

Over 100 Sri Lankans stranded in Malaysia returned yesterday (30). A special SriLankan

Airlines charter flight UL 319 arrived from Kuala Lumpur and landed at the Bandaranaike
International Airport (BIA) at 8 am yesterday.

Several students and migrant workers were among those who returned to the country.

The passengers and flight crew were subjected to PCR tests on arrival and were sent to nearby
hotels until the results were obtained.
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Covid-19

Lessons from the experience of Sri Lanka

. FOR W

In an interview with The Indian Express, Health Services Director General Dr. Anil Jasinghe

explains how Sri Lanka has kept its Covid numbers extremely low, and the number of deaths
from the disease to only 12.

On Sunday (June 28), Sri Lanka emerged from its nationwide lockdown, which had earlier been
relaxed and re-imposed selectively. The success in controlling the spread of the novel coronavirus
has prompted the government to consider reopening airports for tourists from August 1. It has also
led to the Election Commission to fix August 5 as the date for the parliamentary election that was put
off in April due to the global pandemic.

Neither move is without risk, as a majority of Sri Lanka’s positive cases are
returning Sri Lankan nationals. Dr. Jasinghe was confident that the
protocols being put in place would ensure the guard will not drop.

“‘We will not be able to achieve 100 per cent security. But we will be using
certain tools to come close to 100 percent so that in case of any mishap,  ealth Services Director
any leak, we will be able to do contact tracing and manage,” said Dr.  General Dr. Anil
Jasinghe. But he also cautioned that what Sri Lanka had achieved “is nota  Jasinghe

victory, no one can claim victory yet against coronavirus.”

Although airports will reopen at the beginning of August, any tourist arrivals

will commence from later in the month. There is also the realisation that the island is not going to see
a flood of arrivals. Pre-pandemic, there were 100 flights and 6,000 to 10,000 passenger arrivals every
day. For now, only a small fraction of that number is expected.

“There are a lot of stakeholders in tourism, and | had a meeting with all of them and we have already
prepared the protocols on how we will receive tourists, and how we can get them to travel in the
country, and how we will bid goodbye to them,” Dr. Jasinghe said.

Every disembarking passenger will undergo a RT-PCR test on arrival, irrespective of whether they
took the test before embarking on the journey. This will be followed by another RT-PCR test between
their fifth and seventh day in the country.
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Backpackers and individual tourists will not be
allowed. Only tourists in groups of eight persons or
more will be permitted. Families with fewer
numbers will also be allowed — if they have pre-
booked through a local tour agent, and paid in
advance for a fixed itinerary. And the travel period
has to be for a minimum of six to seven days.
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“Health authorities will be tracking them during their
stay. Between the fifth and seventh day, a second
PCR test will be done, and they can’t leave the
Hand washing country without getting the report,” Dr. Jasinghe
said. “We don’t want tourists to come for one or two

days, leave the virus here and vanish.”

Also, protocols are being worked out with the Election Commission to ensure social distancing in
polling booths. For the first time, the results of the election will not be declared on the same day as
polling.

Starting early

Dr. Jasinghe said Sri Lanka had been able to keep its case numbers low because of early
preparations. Thermal screening and self-declarations at the Bandaranaike International Airport
began in mid-January. The first PCR laboratory was up and running on January 26 — this was a day
before the first case surfaced, with a Chinese woman being found Covid positive as she arrived with a
group of other Chinese tourists.

The woman was isolated and hospitalised. She had not infected anyone. The first Sri Lankan national
to test positive was a tour guide with an Italian group. The first Covid death occurred on March 29.

As more and more Covid positive cases came up, mostly among returning Sri Lankan tourists,
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa locked down the country under a curfew from March 20, which was
eased after 52 days on May 11. By then, there were 850 cases in the country.

There was also a cluster in a naval camp, which led to the quarantining of 4,000 people there from
April 23 onward. The Navy cluster grew to more than 910. This cluster, along with the inbound
arrivals of repatriated Sri Lankans, constituted the bulk of Sri Lanka’s caseload.

Geographically, the main hotspots were confined to three or four districts in western Sri Lanka —
Puttalam, Colombo, and Kalutara on the coast, and Gampaha, next to the capital district. The
Northern Province did not see many cases.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Public Diplomacy Division
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“The first thing we did whenever there
was a case was early diagnosis, and
on-the-dot contact tracing. We did not
allow the virus to spread
unnecessarily,” Dr. Jasinghe said. Up
to 60 to 70 contacts were traced for
some patients, but the number
depended on the terrain. Dense
pockets of urban slums yielded more  PCRtesting
contacts, but in villages, it was fewer.
Sri Lanka was particularly aware that
its ageing population and large
diaspora made it particularly
vulnerable to the infection.

‘We did not want a situation of social

transmission from clusters — we were

able to keep it at cluster level. We

wanted to have a situation where we

will know every patient and their

contacts. That we were able to manage throughout. We never had community transmission, we did
not allow it to happen. Severe contact tracing, and then, severe quarantine mission, and that is where
the Armed Forces were very useful,” Dr. Jasinghe said.

Health workers at work

Dr. Jasinghe said there was nothing wrong with taking the help of the military at a time like this.
“‘Because we can’t design quarantine centres at our will, but the Army can do that. You give them a
building, and they will do the rest,” he said.

The military set up 50 government-run quarantine centres in Sri Lanka. Ten hotels, including some
five stars, have also been converted into quarantine centres for those who can afford to pay for a 14-
day stay in these properties.

In densely populated urban slums, Dr. Jasinghe said his team used the “root ball mechanism” — a
term used for relocation of trees — for quarantining, that is, evacuating the entire area into a
quarantine centre.

Jasinghe’s team also readied 100 ICU beds, but so far, he said, only 10 had been put to use.
Building on primary healthcare

Dr. Jasinghe also credited Sri Lanka’s robust state-run free and universal healthcare system, through
which it carried out a sustained battle against malaria and was able to pronounce victory over the
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disease in 2016. Sri Lanka’s public health system comprises a pyramidal structure with a network of
primary health centres, district and tertiary hospitals.

“One has to build on what exists. Our strength was our public health system. The more the country
develops, especially in the West, they simply get rid of their public health system. But in our case, we
have a full-blown public health system — we have medical health inspectors, public health midwives,
and so on, and it's all over the country. There are clear levels of care and authority. Also, we have a
nicely knitted medical care and hospital system. Generally, you get good doctors, good medical care
in the government sector; it is not neglected in Sri Lanka. Every 1.5 km, you have a government
health centre,” he said.

Hydroxycholoroquine was the only medicine administered to Covid-19 patients in hospitals, Dr.
Jasinghe said.

SL'’s strategy on testing

Sri Lanka has done 1,04,272 PCR tests so far, conducting a maximum of 2,089 tests on June 3. Dr.
Jasinghe said the government had the capacity to carry out more tests, and a new facility that can
carry out 500 tests per day had recently opened. As the airports open, there would be a need to ramp
up the testing. Dr. Jasinghe said private labs were also being roped in for that.

Though critics point to the low number of tests — slightly over 0.5 per cent of the population — Dr.
Jasinghe defended what he described as the strategy of targeting vulnerable groups from which
people were chosen for testing at random.

“If your situation is social transmission,
then you have to test a lot, and it is still
not enough. That is what is happening
in Mumbai. In Sri Lanka, we went in for
targeted PCR. Very early on, we
selected a set of hospitals around the

country, and we had isolation units in
each hospital. Patients with fever and
- _ respiratory symptoms were admitted to
Sanitisation of public places . . .

those isolation units. For them, PCR

was done. That is called passive surveillance.

“And then we did PCR randomly at OPDs; thereafter we did PCR in social settings — fish markets,
among trishaw drivers, slums. This was completely random testing,” he said — arguing that as the
positivity rate was less than two per cent in these high-risk categories, it “means we don’t have social
transmission, and there’s no point going to town and taking swabs from everyone.”
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Dr. Jasinghe said more tests would reduce the positivity rate further. “If we take a thousand tests, all
thousand would be negative — for sure,” he said.

Dealing with visitors from China

With two mega Chinese projects — Colombo Port City and the Hambantota Port — Sri Lanka gets
plenty of Chinese visitors. But other than the first case of a Chinese tourist who was Covid-19 positive
and was detected early, there were no other instances of the infection being brought in by anyone
travelling from China.

A large group of Sri Lankan
students was evacuated early
on and quarantined in Boossa.
Visas on arrival were cancelled
for Chinese travellers, before
the country closed down its
airports altogether in the third
week of March.

Temperature check

“Those Chinese who were

already in Sri Lanka, they were

no threat. Those who were

visiting from China, they posed a threat. But we did not have much of a problem, because basically
Chinese are disciplined, by their own hierarchy. The Chinese authorities complied with our rules, and
they took steps ahead of us, they did not allow Chinese workers (working on projects in Sri Lanka) to
move out of their work settings,” Dr. Jasinghe said.

(The Indian Express)
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US reaffirms its commitment to supporting Lanka’s
development

Dinesh Mike

The United States of America, on Monday, reaffirmed its partnership with the people of
Sri Lanka and commitment to supporting the country’s development and sovereignty.

The Foreign Relations Ministry yesterday said that Minister Dinesh Gunawardena and US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo were engaged in discussions on matters of bilateral
interest in a telephone conversation on Monday evening.

"US-Sri Lanka cooperation in COVID response-supply of PPEs to the US, donation of
ventilators to Sri Lanka and COVID related bilateral assistance amounting to US$ 5.8
million- economic recovery initiatives, defence and security matters, counter terrorism
and international economic cooperation featured in the discussions.

Minister Gunawardena briefed his US counterpart on the Review Report of the MCC, the
forthcoming Parliamentary elections and thanked the US for the support extended to the
reconciliation and resettlement processes in Sri Lanka.

He conveyed Sri Lanka’s felicitations for the forthcoming US Independence Day on July
4," the Ministry said.

US Department of State Spokesman Morgan Ortagus told media that US Secretary of
State Pompeo spoke on Monday with Minister Gunawardena and discussed mutual
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interest in combating the COVID-19 pandemic and shared commitment to economic
stability and sustainable growth.

The two leaders also discussed the United States’ ongoing COVID-19 assistance to Sri
Lanka, which totals almost $6 million to date, and reviewed the longstanding U.S.-Sri
Lankan cooperation on health and humanitarian issues.

Additionally, the US Secretary and the Foreign Minister talked about shared democratic

traditions, respect for human rights, and the importance of transparency for the long-
term stability and prosperity of the people, Ortagus added.

MCC evaluation report to cabinet next week

-

G. L. Peiris

By Anura Balasuriya

The MCC evaluation report would be officially submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers next
week, SLPP Chairman, Prof. G. L. Peiris said on Monday (29).

The Cabinet and the government would study the report in depth and reveal their
decision to the people, Prof. Peiris said.

"The government will act with transparency and it will not sign any agreement that is
detrimental to the country," the SLPP Chairman said

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Public Diplomacy Division
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EU says Lanka not blacklisted though not among
countries approved for granting visas

The European Union (EU) yesterday said Sri Lanka had not been blacklisted, but it was
not among countries approved for granting visas when internal border controls are lifted.

The Delegation of the European Union (EU) to Sri Lanka and the EU Member States
Embassies in Colombo issued a clarification yesterday on lifting the temporary restriction
on non-essential travel to the EU and reports that Sri Lanka was not included in the list
of selected countries.

"The EU and Member States Ambassadors resident in Colombo recognise the successful
efforts of the Sri Lankan Government to contain the spread of COVID-19, the statement
said.

It said that with the process of lifting internal border controls well underway, the EU is
now preparing for the gradual reopening to travel from outside the EU.

The full text of the EU statement: The Delegation of the European Union (EU) to Sri
Lanka and the EU Member States Embassies in Colombo issue the following clarification
on lifting the temporary restriction on non-essential travel to the EU and reports that Sri
Lanka was not included in the list of selected countries.

The EU and Member States Ambassadors resident in Colombo recognise the successful
efforts of the Sri Lankan government to contain the spread of COVID-19.

With the process of lifting internal border controls well underway, the EU is now
preparing for the gradual reopening to travel from outside the EU.

The decision to lift travel restrictions with non-EU countries is ultimately the prerogative
of EU Member States and the Schengen Associated Countries.

To that effect, Member States and Associated countries have been working together to
agree an initial positive list of countries with which borders could be reopened soon on
the basis of objective criteria, including the epidemiological situation in the given
country and possibility to seek reciprocity with the country concerned.

The short list being examined at the moment is limited to 15 countries. It can be seen as
a first step towards a return to normal.

The absence of a country on this positive list should therefore not be considered as
being blacklisted. The list will be regularly updated and revised to ensure that further
countries can be added as soon as the situation allows.

Countries and travellers will be duly informed."

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Public Diplomacy Division




DNC Daily Mirror 01/07/2020
Daily!Hirror

o1 list of selected countries to be revised fortnightly :

EC

%2 | New office hours from Aug.

%% | August 5 Election Counting not on the same day

% | Countries that haven’t opened airports not
allowed entry to EU: SL
% 'WHO: Pandemic ‘not even close’ to over as

toll passes 500,000
( home ’
list of selected countries to be revised fortnightly : EC

Covid-19: EU to Allow Tourists From 15 “"Safe Countries”
1Algeria 2Australia 3 Canada 4 Georgia 5Japan 6Montenegro 7Morocco

+ J| - &
EaEi*l4+¢ E1
cases 13,571 17,836 103,918 928 18,476 501 12,385

deaths 905 104 8,566 15 972 11 225
8 N.Zealand 9Rwanda 10Serbia 11S.Korea 12Thailand 13 Tunisia 14 Uruguay
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cases 1,528 1,00 14,288 12,800 3,171 1,172 932

deaths __ 22 2 274 282 58 50 27
15 China* Not in the List
f: * cases 83,531 Sri Lanka
5 deaths 4,634 l .ﬁ j Cases 2'042
(% (*subject to confirmation of reciprocity) - | deaths 11

Source: www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/#countries, www.euronews.coni/

By JAMILA HUSAIN

The European Commission in Brussels yesterday said that an initial list of countries which were
selected for persons to be eligible to enter the EU countries when their borders re-open on July 1
were based on a list of criteria which includes the epidemiological situation of the country and this list
will be reviewed every 2 weeks.

Days after heavy criticism that Sri Lanka was not included on the initial list of countries from which
people could travel to EU countries despite successfully controlling and containing the COVID virus,
spokesperson on migration, home affairs and citizenship and security union at the European
Commission, Adalbert Jahnz told Daily Mirror that it was up to the member states in the European
Council to decide on the list and not the European Commission.
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“This is the first version,” Jahnz said. “The list is to be revised every two weeks at least,” he
added.”The recommendations (marked on the European Commission website) contains the list of
criteria that were applied and it was up to the member states in the Council to apply them,” he said.

The criteria to determine the countries for which the current travel restriction should be lifted, cover in
particular the epidemiological situation and containment measures, including physical distancing as
well as economic and social considerations. They are applied cumulatively, an official report released
last evening on the European Council website said. Regarding the epidemiological situation, the
European Council said the countries listed should meet criteria including stable or decreasing trend of
new cases till June 15 in comparison to the previous 14 days and the overall response to COVID-19
taking into account available information, including aspects such as testing, surveillance, contact
tracing, containment, treatment and reporting, as well as the reliability of the information and, if
needed, the total average score for International Health Regulations (IHR).

Information provided by EU delegations on these aspects should also be taken into account, the
European Council said.

Countries included on Europe’s “safe list’, whose nationals will be allowed to enter Europe are
Algeria, Australia, Canada, Georgia, Japan, Montenegro, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, Serbia,
South Korea, Thailand, Tunisia and Uruguay, the website said adding that if the Chinese government
offers a reciprocal travel deal for citizens of European Union countries, the EU will add China to the
“safe list” as well. Sri Lanka, with a better COVID-19 recovery rate than most other countries, was not
on the list.

Meanwhile, Additional Secretary to the President for Foreign Relations, Admiral Jayanath Colombage
said that Sri Lanka’s performance over containing COVID-19 was one of the best in the world and
there had been no positive cases reported among society for the past 52 days.

“So far Sri Lanka has managed to even prevent a second wave of the virus as well. Although people
hail other countries such as New Zealand, Singapore and even Australia stating they were positive
examples, Sri Lanka has done extremely well,” Colombage said.

“Most of these countries who were reluctant to get the military involved now are speaking of the same
thing as they want to control the spread of the pandemic. So in every sense Sri Lanka’s battle to
prevent and contain COVID is a great success story and we are one of the safest places on earth to
travel to,” Colombage said.

e It was up to the member states in the European Council to decide on the list and not the
European Commission

« Sri Lanka’s battle to prevent and contain COVID is a great success story and we are one
of the safest places on earth to travel to

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Public Diplomacy Division
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New office hours from Aug.

* Different opening and closing times for the two sectors

The government has decided to change the working hours of the public and private sector employees based on
convenience, traffic congestion and productivity, Power, Energy and Transport Minister Mahinda Amaraweera
said yesterday.

He said a consultative committee headed by Transport Ministry Additional Secretary Tilakaratne Bandara was
appointed to study this matter and submit recommendations and the report handed over to the minister by
Transport Ministry Secretary Gamini Seneviratne.

The report recommends that public sector offices be opened at 9.00 a.m. and close at 4.45 p.m. with the private
sector offices to be opened at 9.45 a.m. and to close at 6.45 p.m.

“President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has already approved the change in the public sector office hours. The sole
purpose of the new arrangement is to save fuel, reduce environment pollution and avoid traffic congestion," the
minister said.

He said Rs.1 billion worth of fuel is wasted daily because of traffic congestion and pointed out that the new
office hours would be introduced in August upon Cabinet approval.

The minister said his ministry wouldl discuss the matter with all stakeholders such as Public Administration and
other relevant ministries and the private sector prior to finalising the changes to the office hours.

"Employees of both sectors will be provided public transport facilities until the last employee reaches home
safely after the new system is introduced,” he said and added that school vans and buses would be off the roads
by the time public and private sector establishments open and therefore it will contribute to easing traffic
congestion.

The minister said trains, private and SLTB buses will be permitted only to carry passengers up to its seating
capacity and those violating this regulation will be dealt under the regulations of the National Transport
Commission. (Sandun A Jayasekera)
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August 5 Election Counting not on the same day

By Sandun A Jayasekera

e Strict safety measures to be adopted on election day to make polling stations one of the
safest places for all stakeholders

Counting of votes including the postal votes of the August 5 general election will begin at 8.00 a.m. on
August 6 with the results known by 10.00 p.m. on the same day, Election Commission (EC) Chairman
Mahinda Deshapriya said yesterday.

He said a decision would be taken soon on any change in the usual voting time which is between
7.00 am and 4.00 pm.

Mr. Deshapriya told the media that the EC would make an extra effort to adhere to the health
guidelines issued by the Director General of Health Services (DGHS) to ensure the safety of all
stakeholders.

He said safety measures would include the wearing of face masks, physical distancing and hand
hygiene and requested voters to bring their own ballpoint pen but if not it would be provided by the
officials on duty. “I can say with confidence that the polling station will be one of the safest places
with no chance of any COVID-19 infection. | hope none of the stakeholders will suffer from such an
infection even though it is a day when many come out to the streets,” Mr. Deshapriya said.
Responding to the Daily Mirror, he said there was no methodology to remove candidates from the
ballot paper if he or she withdraws from the election and admitted that the EC was helpless if a
candidate from one party campaigns for another party. With reference to the statement made by
Karuna Amman alias Vinayagamurthi Muralitharan, Mr. Deshapriya said it was a decision to be taken
by the Supreme Court.

The EC will adhere to the health guidelines issued by the DGHS stakeholders

July 17 for health officers such as doctors, PHIs and Family Health Nurses on election duty while
July 20 and 21 has been set aside for postal voting of those who were unable to vote on one of
the any previous dates.
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Countries that haven’t opened airports not allowed entry to
EU: SL

The Ministry of Foreign Relations today said the European Commission has informed Sri Lanka that it has not
yet considered to open the region for countries that have not yet opened airports nor accepted visitors from the
EU region.

In a statement, the Ministry said it notes the decision of the EU to reopen its external borders on July 1, 2020
initially to a list of less than 15 countries that does not include Sri Lanka.

“The Embassy of Sri Lanka accredited to European Union in Brussels which has been actively lobbying for Sri
Lanka’s inclusion in the list was informed by the European Commission that it has not yet considered countries
that have not opened airports nor accepted visitors from the EU region.

The Embassy was further informed that the list will be progressively expanded depending on the progress made
in the epidemiological situation in countries, the ability to apply containment measures during travel and
whether or not that country has lifted travel restrictions towards the EU countries,” it said.
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WHO: Pandemic ‘not even close’ to over as toll passes

500,000

: COVID-19 is still rampaging across the US, which has recorded more than 125,000 deaths and 2.5 million cases -- both around a
‘quarter of the global totals

GENEVA AFP JUNE30,2020The coronavirus pandemic is “not even close to being over”, the WHO warned Monday,
as the global death toll passed half a million and cases surged in Latin America and the United States.
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World hits coronavirus milestones
The death toll from the coronavirus has passed half a million people,

a grim mil in the pandemic that has now infected more than
10 million people around the world
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In another grim milestone, the number of infections recorded worldwide topped 10 million, while some authorities
reimposed lockdown measures that have crippled the economies worldwide.

“We all want this to be over. We all want to get on with our lives,”world Health Organization chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

“But the hard reality is this is not even close to being over,” he said, adding that “although many countries have
made some progress, globally the pandemic is actually speeding up.” The virus emerged at least six months ago in
China, where the WHO will send a team next week in the search for its origin,tedros said.

TISE0 detor a0s 18 redben caems
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COVID-19 is still rampaging across the US, which has recorded more than 125,000 deaths and 2.5 million cases -
- both around a quarter of the global totals.
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MCC Compact: Dinesh briefs Pompeo on
review report

Foreign Relations Minister Dinesh Gunawardena briefed US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo about

the review report on the Millennium Challenge Corporation Compact.
The duo engaged in discussions on matters of bilateral interest in a telephone conversation on 29
June.

US-Sri Lanka cooperation in the supply of personal protection equipment to the US, the donation of
ventilators to Sri Lanka and COVID-19-related bilateral assistance amounting to US$ 5.8 million-
economic recovery initiatives, defence and security matters, counter-terrorism and international
economic cooperation featured in the discussions.

Gunawardena also briefed his US counterpart on the forthcoming Parliamentary Election and
thanked the U.S. for the support extended in terms of reconciliation and resettlement.
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1000 Allama Igbal Scholarships on offer to Sri
Lankan students

WV
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The Higher Education Commission of Pakistan is offering, 1,000 Allama Igbal Scholarships to Sri
Lankan students over a period of five years under the Pakistan-Sri Lanka Higher Education
Cooperation Programme.

The scholarships provide an opportunity for Sri Lankan students to visit Pakistan and
pursue undergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral degree programmes in Engineering Sciences,
Basic and Natural Sciences and Social Sciences.

The scholarships offer full tuition fee, accommodation allowances, study allowances and a
one-time return air ticket.

At a meeting with Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa atthe Temple Trees on 26 June, High
Commissioner of Pakistan in Sri Lanka, Major General (Retired) Muhammad Saad Khattak
informed of a proposal to have street libraries in Colombo. Premier Rajapaksa requested the
Pakistani High Commission to consider mobile libraries for other Provinces.

The discussion also focused on how Sri Lanka and Pakistan can further strengthen and

intensify collaborations on counterterrorism by sharing information and experiences. Khattak said
that Pakistan would be willing to help and said, “We will extend all possible support.”
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French Embassy resumes issuing student
visas

By Paneetha Ameresekere

The French Embassy in Colombo yesterday (30) announced that it has restarted the issuing of
student visas only for Sri Lankan nationals, following the closure of its visa section due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

On 15 April, the Embassy banned all Sri Lankans entering France due to the pandemic, other than
Sri Lankans with a valid residence permit, including a long-stay visa valid as a residence permit.

Tourism by Lankans to EU..: Reciprocal
opening of SL to EU vital

The Ministry of Foreign Relations noted the decision of the European Union (EU) to reopen its
external borders today (1) initially to a list of less than 15 countries that does not include Sri Lanka.

The Embassy of Sri Lanka accredited to the EU in Brussels, Belgium, which has been actively
lobbying for Sri Lanka’s inclusion in the list was informed by the European Commission that it has
not yet considered countries that have not opened airports nor accepted visitors from the EU
region.

The Embassy was further informed that the list will be progressively expanded depending on the
progress made in the epidemiological situation in countries, the ability to apply containment
measures during travel and whether or not that country has lifted travel restrictions towards EU
countries.
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Passenger confidence vital for air travel
recovery — IATA

IATA Economics’ Chart of the Week 26 June 2020

Passenger confidence is fundamental to the recovery in air travel

Return to travel after the pandemic has subsided
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By Anjali Caldera

Passengers will be slow to return to travel until after the pandemic has subsided, stated the
International Air Transport Association (IATA) in one of its weekly surveys on passenger travel.

The post-COVID-19 recovery of the air transport industry has three critical elements: The
containment of the health crisis, the loosening of travel restrictions and border closures, and the
restoration of passenger confidence to resume flying.

Thus, as the pandemic still has shown no sign of its elimination, along with the emergence of a
second wave of the virus in China where the virus originated even after taking considerable
precautions, as well as the European region showing a rise cases since the region opened up,
passenger confidence to return to travel has been affected.

Further, some well-known global tourism destinations have not yet lifted travel bans. Even in Sri
Lanka, the scheduled opening of the Airport on 1 August is likely to be delayed due to the increased
number of repatriations to arrive in the country, Minister Prasanna Ranathunga stated.

As per the recent findings of the IATA-commissioned survey of passengers across 11 countries to
understand their views on the likely timing of a return to air travel, those who said they would not
wait to travel in February, have changed their decisions to wait for 1-2 months or six months to
travel in the months of April and June.

Earlier in April, around 60 per cent of respondents indicated that they would be likely to return to

travel within a few months of the pandemic having subsided. In June, this figure had slipped to 45
per cent.
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In June, where the fear of a second wave is emerging, around 36 per cent of the passengers have
stated that they will wait for six months to travel and around 14 per cent stay for one year to travel,
and around 5 per cent will not travel in the foreseeable future.

Overall, these results remain consistent with the view that the industry recovery will begin in the
third-quarter of 2020 but it will also be a gradual development. Yet, the survey highlights one of the
important risks to the travel recovery profile, with more than half of the travellers indicating that they
will not fly until at least the end of the year, if not well into 2021.

There is no doubt that passengers are worried about a range of factors, including being subject to
guarantine measures during or following travel, about the safety measures at the airports and
flights, destination safety measures, etc. Thus, understanding and addressing these concerns of the
passengers and communicating these initiatives effectively — will be vital for the restoration of
consumer confidence in air travel and getting the industry back flying again.
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Key stakeholders discuss building more resilient tourism sector
in Sri Lanka

A wide spectrum of key stakeholders, in a ground-breaking engagement yesterday, discussed the way forward
to build a more resilient tourism sector in Sri Lanka.

Tourism and Aviation Ministry, Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority (SLTDA) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) co-convened this meeting
with development partners.

It engaged key decision-makers from key ministries, other
UN agencies such as ILO, UNWTO, IOM and ITC, and
development partners such as, World Bank, ADB, EU,
USAID, Australia and others, to discuss the current situation
as well as priority directions and financing for sustainable Sri
Lankan tourism. UNDP said policy dialogues with the wide -
range of tourism sector stakeholders will follow. e 4§
SLTDA Chairperson

Sharing insights on the first high-level meeting titled ‘Putting

People First: Building a More Resilient Tourism Sector in Sri Kimarli Fernando
Lanka’, experts underscored the importance of rebuilding and revitalising the sector, which will require
collective efforts of every stakeholder, while emphasising that the national roadmap will inform the
Government’s Strategic Action Plan 2021-2024 for the tourism sector.

Workers and businesses linked to tourism are currently facing crippling income and employment losses, while
foreign exchange earnings from tourism have also fallen drastically. These losses have been particularly
detrimental to many micro, small and medium Enterprises (MSMESs) and informal workers reliant on the
tourism sector.

Tourism is a vital economic sector for Sri Lanka, accounting for 5% of its Gross Domestic Product and
employing 250,000 persons directly and up to 2 million persons indirectly. It is one of the worst impacted
socio-economic sectors from the COVID-19 crisis.
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Tourism and Aviation Ministry Secretary S. Hettiarachchi said: “The COVID-19 pandemic has brought the
tourism sector to a standstill. We are seeing near total loss of income in the hotel and accommodation sector,
and for tour operators and guides. The income loss had a direct impact on jobs and income security, and women
are disproportionately affected. Rebuilding and revitalising the sector will require collective efforts of every
stakeholder.”

UN Resident Coordinator in Sri Lanka Hanaa Singer said: “Tourism has a great potential to accelerate progress
across the SDGs. If well managed, the sector can generate quality jobs for durable growth, reduce poverty and
offer incentives for environmental conservation — a triple-win to help countries transition towards more
inclusive, resilient economies. The UN in Sri Lanka, which includes its specialised agencies, stands ready to
support the Government in coordinating efforts towards recovery in the tourism sector; to ensure that Sri Lanka
tourism is more sustainable and resilient to future shocks.”

In response, the United Nations Development Program has been recently supporting the Ministry and the
SLTDA to help revive the tourism sector in a post COVID-19 context through a series of strategic
interventions.

Highlighting UNDP’s support, Resident Representative Robert Juhkam said: “In line with UNDP’s technical
lead role for COVID-19 socio-economic recovery within the wider UN development system, UNDP stepped in
both to help recover and to rebuild a more resilient tourism sector because of its direct link to Sri Lanka’s
economy and society, and in turn, a link to the country achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.
This will require public and private finance, from both international and domestic sources.”

One such intervention is the ongoing development of a national Roadmap on ‘Building a Safer and Resilient
Tourism Sector in Sri Lanka: Post-COVID-19” which aims to springboard Sri Lankan tourism from recovery to
long term resilience and generate social, economic and environmental benefits.

As such, a meeting was held on 29 June in Colombo under the theme “Putting People First: Building a more
Resilient Tourism Sector in Sri Lanka”, to consult with bi- and multilateral development partners on the
formulation and the implementation of the draft Roadmap.

Speaking about the Roadmap, SLTDA Chairperson Kimarli Fernando said: “This Roadmap will inform the
Government’s Strategic Action Plan 2021-2024 for the tourism sector. Through the valued partnerships,
technical and specialised expertise of the development and funding partners we can address the urgent needs for
the sector’s recovery and would be pivotal for more long-term strategic support.”
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SL, US commit to strengthen ties

Foreign Relations Minister Dinesh Gunawardena and US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Tuesday engaged
in discussions on matters of bilateral interest on a telephone conversation. The Foreign Ministry said that the
US-Sri Lanka cooperation in the COVID-19 response, supply of PPEs to the US, donation of ventilators to Sri
Lanka and COVID-19 related bilateral assistance amounting to $ 5.8 million for economic recovery initiatives,
defence and security matters, counter terrorism and international economic cooperation were featured in the
discussions.

Minister Gunawardena briefed his US counterpart on the Review Report of the MCC, the forthcoming
Parliamentary Elections and thanked the US for the support extended to the reconciliation and resettlement
processes in Sri Lanka. He conveyed Sri Lanka’s felicitations for the forthcoming US Independence Day on 4
July.

India reiterates support for Sri Lanka for post-COVID revival

India yesterday assured Sri Lanka that it remained committed to partner the post-COVID era to help achieve
sustained economic recovery and shared prosperity.

Responding to a media query on India-Sri Lanka discussions regarding financial matters, the Spokesperson of
the High Commission of India in Sri Lanka said that in the context of the situation concerning Sri Lankan
economy’s external sector, the two countries had been engaged in close and constructive discussions on
rescheduling Sri Lanka’s repayment to India, and on currency swap under bilateral and SAARC arrangements.

“The matter had been taken up at the leadership level and has been followed up by senior functionaries
bilaterally,” the spokesperson said.

Most recently, the High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka held discussions at senior levels in Colombo this
week on progressing the ongoing official discussions regarding Sri Lanka’s requirements.
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